THE ARROW OF HEAVEN

It is to be feared that about a hundred detective storieé_ have
begun with the discovery that an American millionaire has been
murdered; an event which is, for some reason, treated as a sort
of calamity. This story, I am happy to say, has to begin with a mur-
dered millionaire; in one sense, indeed, it has to begin with three
murdered millionaires, which some may regard as an embarras
de richesse. But it was chiefly this coincidence or continuity of
criminal policy that took the whole affair out of the ordinary run
of criminal cases and made it the extraordinary problem that
it was,

It was very generally said that they had all fallen victims to
some vendetta or curse attaching to the possession of a relic of
great value both intrinsically and historically: a sort of chalice
inlaid with precious stones and commonly called the Coptic Cup.
Its origin was obscure, but its use was conjectured to be religious;
and some attributed the fate that followed its possessors to the
fanaticism of some Oriental Christian horrified at its passing
through such materialistic hands. But the mysterious slayer,
whether or no he was such a fanatic, was already a figure of lurid
and sensational interest in the world of journalism and gassip.
The nameless being wds provided with a name, or a nickname.
But it is only with the story of the third victim that we are now
concerned; for it was only in this case that a certain Father Browr,
who is the subject of these sketches, had an opportunity of making
his presence felt.



 CTPUIA HEBECHA |

Bomcz, IO He MeHIIe ¢Ta HETEKTUBHMX icTOpil HOYKHA-
HTBCA 3 TOFO, HIO XTOCH BUABUB prn'y()'moro AMEPUKAHCBKOIO
MUIBIIOHEpPE, — obcTaBlia, Bij AX01 YOMYCh Bei OYMHAKTH Helt-
MoBipHO XBHmKBaTHCA. [llacuBimi, Ko pedi, MOBiTOMUTH, IO i
HAINA iCTOPLA HOYMHAETHEA 3 YOUTOrO MUTHIIOHEPA, 4 AKIIO CKA3a-
TH TOURILIE, 3 L/TMX TPHOX, AKi HABITH MOXHa [IOpaXyBaTy embarras
de richesse’. Aste came 1ieit 36ir um, MoXe, CTamcTh y Bubopi 06’exTa
i BuOKpeMuIH CIpaBy 3 pAAY GaHaNbHIX KapHUX BUIA/IKIB, TIepe-
TROPUBIIY B IPOG/IEMY HAASBMIANHOL CKIARHOCTI.

He sparouucs y nofpobull, YyTKM CTBEPIHKYBA/HM, 110 BCi
TPO€ CTa/IM XKEPTBAMU TPOKIIATTA, IO TAXKIE HaJl BIACHUKAMM
AKOiCH KOIITOBHOI icTOpHuHO] penikaii, uiHHICTD AKOL Oyna, BTiM,
He Tinpky icropuurow. Penixein 1ma 6yna 4MMOCH Ha KIITA/AT
NpUKpPALIEHOTO KOIITOBHMM KAaMiHHAM Ke/lWXa, BimoMoro Iif
HA3BOIO «KOMTChKA Yama», HixTo Be 3HaB, AK BOHA ONWHWIACST B
Amepuili, aje BBaXaMOCA, IO PaHillle BOHZ HANEXana fo uep-
KOBHOTO HAYMHHA.

Jexro npunmcyBas foymo ii BracHukis gaHarnsmy KOTPOroch
CXIZHOrO XpUCTHAKUHA, IPUTHIYEHOrO THM, [0 CBACHHA Yalla
noTpanmna B Taki MaTepiamicrirni pyxu. [1po Taemuraoro B6MB-
10, KOTPUIt, MOXKIIHBO, 30BCIM He 6yB daraTHKOM, IUPHAOCH
YMMaI0 YYTOK 1 9aCTO TIMCANHM YacoMCH.

BeaimMeHHe e cTBOpiHHA Habyno iM'A, TOUHilE IPI3BUCHKO.
BriM, My modHEMO pO3TIOBiAE AKILE 3 TPETHOTO BOKBCTBY, IO3a-

' 3aitea poaxin {gfipany. ).



When Father Brown first stepped off an Atlantic liner on to
American soil, he discovered as many other Englishman has
done, that he was a much more important person than he had
ever supposed, His short figure, his short-sighted and undi-
stinguished countenance, his rather rusty-black clerical clothes,
could pass through any crowd in his own country without being
noticed as anything unusual, except perhaps unusually insig-
nificant. But America has a genius for the encouragement of
fame; and his appearance in one or two curious criminal problems,
together with his Jong association with Flambeau, the ex-criminal
and detective, had consolidated a reputation in America out of
what was little more than a rumour in England. His round face
was blank with surprise when he found himself held up on the
quay by a group of journalists, as by a gang of brigands, who
asked him questions abeut all the subjects on which he was least
likely to regard himself as an authority, such as the details of
fernale dress and the criminal statistics of the country that he had
only that moment clapped his eyes on. Perhaps it was the contrast
with the black embattled solidarity of this group that made more
vivid another figure that stood apart from it, equally black against
the burning white daylight of that brilliant place and season, but
entirely solitary; a tall, rather yellow-faced man in great goggles,
who arrested him with a gesture when the journalists had finished
and said: “Excuse me, but maybe you are looking for Captain
- Wain” _ B

Some apology may be made for Father Brown; for he himself
would have been sincér_ely apologetic. It must be remembered
that he had never seen America before, and more especially that
he had never seen that sort of tortoise-shell spectacles before; for
the fashion at this time had not spread to England. His first
sensation was that of gazing at some goggling sea-monster with
a faint suggestion of a diver’s helmet. Otherwise the man was
exquisitely dressed; and to Brown, in his innocence, the spectacles
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AK /IMIIe TOAL Ha creni 3’ aBMBCA Takuit cobi matep Bpayn, repont
IMX HAPKCIB. :

3ijtmoBLy 3 TayGy aT/IAHTIYHOTO ajiHepa i CTYNMBIIK Ha
aMEPYKAHCBHKY 3eMJTH0, CBAIIEHMK, AK i faraTo aHMIIAIB, KOTPi
npyixgxam B lIitaT, 3 NOXUBOM BUABKB, IO BiH ~— 3HaMe-
HUTiCTB. FlOoro HM3bKOpOCIY IOCTATD, HOrQ Ma/IonpuMiTHE KOPOT-
xo3zope oG, #oro jo6pAve MOPYAUTY CYTaHy Ha HaTpxiBHIMH]
HIXTO 6 He Ha3BAB HE3BMUAHNMMY, Xiba IO He HaJITO IEPeCiYHNMM.
Ane B AMepuiii BMIOTH CTBOPATH MIOAKHI (1aBY: Y4acThb raTepa
Bpayra B posnnyTyBaHRi JBOX-TPbOX IiKaBMX KAPHUX CIPAB i
iOro CTapOBMHHE 3HAMOMCTBO 3 €KC-37IOYMHIEM | HUIITIOPKOK
Onamb0o cTBOpWM IfOMY B AMepMIli NIOMYNIAPHICTD, B TOH Jac K
B ABIIil TIPO HHOT JTHMIIE TTPOCTO AEXTO TYB. 3 NOAMBOM ITOMNANAB
BiH Ha penopTepis, KOTPi, Haue AKiCk po3bIiHMKM, HANA/M HA
HBOTO 3YCi6id yoke B DOPTY i CTa/m MUTATHCA HOMY TIPO pedi, B
axux BiH HiAK He Mir BBAXKATHCS aBTOPMTETOM, HATIDHKIIA, IIPO
XIHOYY MOAY | TIPO CTATUCTHKY 3MOYMHIB y KpaiHi, fie BiH me i
KinbKa KpOKiB He 3po6uB. MOXUIMBO, 33 KOHTPACTOM i3 YOPHUM
KOTIOM PenopTepis, MO MIBHO 3{MKHYIOCA HABKO/IO HBOrO, I1a-
Tepopi Bpayny xuHymacs B Bigi IOCTATh, IO CTOANA TPOXM Bifi-
naniK, Ika TAKOX BMALIANACA CBOEI MOPHOTOK Ha OLIATHIM, OC-
BiT/leHiit ACKpaBUM AiTHIM COHIleM HabepexHil, ane TpUMaacsa
0CTOPOHS. Bricokit, i3 5XOBTYBaTHM 00/IYAM HOMORIK Y BETMKMX
IMBOBWXHMX OKY/LAPaX. JJoueKaBIIMCD, KOMA pénop:repm Bifiyc-
TH/M CRAIIEHUKA, Bl KeCTOM 3YTIMHME HOTo i cX23as:

— JlapyiiTe, Lie He BU IIYKa€Te KamiTaHa Beiftna?

ITarep BpayH 3acnyrosysap neBHOro BUGaveHHA, THM 6inplre
100 7 ¢aM BiH rOCTPO Bif4yBaB CBOK NPOBUHY. 3rafiaifimo, Mo BiH
Breplue noGaune AMEPUKY, TONOBHE )X — yHepIle 6auns Taxi
oxynspy, 60 MOZA Ha OKYIAPH B MacHBHIN  Yeperaxopii onpasi
e He Jifmaa go AHCil. ¥ Iepimi MOMEHT Y HbOTO BHHHMKIIO
B4y TTH, Hi0M BiH AMBUTHCA HA OKaTe MOPCHKE TyIOBUCHKO, WA
TONOBA YMMOCh HAraflye BOJONA3HMI IIONOM. 3aTajioM Xe He-
sHalloMellb 6YB OZATHEHMH YenypUCTo, i mpocropymHmii ricts
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