[IpOKMHYBIIKCH ONHOTO PaHKY BiJi HECMOKIMHNX CHIB ¥ CBOE-
My 7KKy, [perop 3am3a 3po3yMmiB, 1[0 TePeTBOPUBCS Ha CTpa-
XITNWMBY KoMaxy. BiH meXaB Ha MaHUUpOMNonibHiN TBepain
CIMHI W, TPOXU NIAHABIIN TOJIOBY, 6a4UB CBIM ONMYKIWNA KOPUY-
HeBUM, [IONIEHUN Ha NYT OBl JIYCKU XUBIT, Ha SKOMY JieBE TPU-
Masiacst KOBOpa, FOTOBA OCh-OCh CMOB3THU. MOTO YUCTIeHH] Xa-
JIIOT1IHO TOHKI, 9K MOPIBHATH 31 3BUKJIMMHU, HiXKKK Oe3nopamHo
MeTSANNACA TIepe] O4rnMa.

«[1Jo 3i MHOI cTajoca?» — nogymas Iperop. Lle 6yB He coOH.
Woro kiMHaTa, CIIpaBXHS, TIMLKU TPOXU 3aMajia JIIACkKa KiM-
HaTa, CIIOKIMHO po3TallyBanacsd MiXX 4OTUPLOX 3HAaWOMUX CTiH.
Hapg cTonoM, Ha AKOMY JIeXKaNlu PO3KJIaleHi 3pasKy TKaHUH —
3aM3a OyB KoMiBosixKepoM, — BUCINO 300paskeHHs, AKe BiH He-
I04aBHO BMPi3aB 13 XXy pHaJy Ta IOMICTUB Y FapHYy M030JI09€HY
pamy. BoHo 300paXkano gaMy B XyTPAHOMY Kallesnoci Ta 6oa, 110
CuJisa npsgMo [0 [IAfada U MigHiMana BaXKy XyTPIHY MydTYy,
B SIKil MOBHICTIO 3HUKIIO 11 mepeAnmivyyd.

Mornsp [peropa NoBepHYBCS 00 BiKHA; TOXMYpPa IOTOMa — I10
MeTaJIeBOMY IIIIBIKOHHIO CTYKaJX A0LIoBi Kpamii — 3pobuia
HOro 30BCIM CYMHHM. «<MoJKe, IOCTIaTH e TPOXU U 3abyTH 11po
BCI IypHUL>», — AYMaB BiH, aJe e 6yJIo HeMOXJI1BO, 60 YOMOBIK,
3BMKJIMU CIIATH Ha [IpaBOMY 0OOI1l, y TelepilllHEOMY CTaHI He Mir
niepeBepHYTHCS. Xall i3 AKO0 cUo [perop HaMarascs Ie 3po-

OuTH, 3HOBY 11 3HOBY I10BEPTABCH B II0JIOKEHHS rojlivepesa. Bin
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3ammoLKB 04i, o6 He 6auynTy TPINOTIHHS CBOIX Hir, Ta mpoby-
BaB [eCh COTHIO PasiB, MOKYM He Big4wyB y OOL1 HEBIJOMUX JIET-
KWW Ta TYNUHN 61k,

«0, Boxke, — mymaB naii [perop, — gKy X BUCHaXXNUBY Ipode-
cito g o6pas! [MocTiziHo B pozisgax. Poboyux TypboT Habararo
BinbIle, HIX BIacHe Ha MicIi, a 1ie 1i TOpOoXKHI TATOTH, XBUITIO-
BaHHA Npo rpadik MoTsAriB, HeperyasapHe [oraHe XapuyyBaHHS,
nocTifHO HOBe, ajie 3aBXIU Hell[upe CHiJIKYBaHHA 3 JII0JbMU.
YopTu 6 Le Bce B3simu!» Y BepxHiil YaCTUHI XXMBOTA BiH BIIYYB
HeBenuKe cBep6iHHS; NOBINIBHO Mi/IIOB3 Ha CMIKHI 10 JTiXKKOBOr0
CTOBIYMKA, 11106 Kpalre MmifiBeCTH FOJIOBY; 3HANILIOB MicIle, siKe
cBepbino i gKe BKpuJIoCs He 3HAHUMU WOMY MaleHbKUMH Oinu-
MM IgTKaMu; [perop XoTiB obMalaTi Miclie JIaNKOo, ajie Bigpa-
3y BiICMUKHYB 1i, 60 Bifg DOTUKY MOMY LIKipPOIO MIITIOB MOPO3.

BiH 3HOBY MOBEPHYBCS B KOJIMILIHE IOJIOXKeHHS: «Bif Tako-
ro PaHHLOTO MigHoMy, — AyMaB Iperop, — MoxHa 3060XeBOJIi-
Tw. JIloguHa MycUTh To6pe crnaTu. IHLI KOMiBOSIKepH XUBYTh,
Hade XiHKU B Tapemi. Konwu 5, Hanpukiaf, go o6iny nosepramo-
cs B roTeNb, abu repenucaT OTPUMAaHi 3aMOBJIEHHH, L1 TaHO-
Be JIUIIE CHifaTh. Ak6u g cripobyBaB Take 3 MOIM LiedoM, TO
BMUThb BUJIETIB 61 3 poboTH. A BTiM, MOXJIMBO, TaK ByJo 6 Kpa-
1e 119 MeHe, K6y MeHi He [OBOOUIOCH CTPUMYBATHCA 3apagy
6aTBKiB, 9 TaBHO BXe 3BiNIbHUBCH O, MAIAIIOB O [0 Meda i BU-

CJIOBMB OMY CBOIO IIMPY AYMKY. Bin Ou BIaB 3i cBoro 6iopo!
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[IMBHA 3BMYKA CigaTy Ha 610po Ta 3TOPU PO3MOBIIATH 3 pobiTHU-
KOM, IKM#A uepes rmoraHuit ciyx meda MycuTh MAIATH OIMKYe.
[Ilo *, iIe paHo BTpadaTy Hapiw. [oiHo Haszbupai MOTPIOHY
cyMy, o6 BummatuTy 60pru 6aThKIB — a Le fech IIATh-LIICTE
pOKiB, — TaK i BunHI0. ToAIl /1 IOCTABIIIO KPATIKY. A Hapasi Myury
BCTABATH, aj[Ke Mil moTAr BigbyBae o m'aTin».

I Iperop rasnyB Ha OyOUIBHUK, 110 CTOSIB HA CKpUHI. «BoXe
MWJIOCTUBHMI!» — MmofyMaB BiH. Yke 6y/io miB Ha choMy, i CTpLI-
KUY CIIOKIWHO IIOB3MIM HATi, OCh y3Ke IepeBaiMIIo 3a MOJI0BUHY,
6a Ginbime: HabnUXxanocs [0 TPhOX 4BepTel. Xiba x Oymousb-
HUK He MaB O3BeHiTH? 3 JaixKa OyJio BUIHO, L0 HOTO MTOCTaB-
JIeHO Ha 4eTBEepPTY PaHKY; eBHO, BiH Taku [O3BOHMB. Tak, ane
9K MOKHA CIOKIIHO CHATH MiJ Led [O3BiH, 10 CTPYIIyE BCi Me-
6:1i? Lo X, criokitiHo [perop He cnas, 3aTe, Maby Tk, MilHO. 1110 K
fioMy Terep pobuTu? HacTyHmHMMA MOTAT BIAXOAUB O CHOMIM;
11061 BCTUTHYTH HA HBOTO, NOTPiOHO rapHEeHBKO TIOCTIIIINTH, IO
TOTO0 JX TOBAp illle Te)XaB He3alakoBaHUM, a caM BiH y3arasi He
nouyBaBCs Hi CBIXKMM, aHi )XBaBUM. Ta HaBITh SIKIIIO BiH BCTUTHE
Ha MOTSAT, IpoYyXaHa Bifl meda He YHUKHYTH, aliKe IOMIYHUK
yeran 6151 TOTAra 0 M'ATIiM i, 3BiCHO, BXKe [JOIIOBiB IPO WOr0 Bifl-
cyTHicTb. To 6yB cTaBlIeHUK Weda, MonuHa 6esxpebeTHa 1 He-
najeka. A SKILO MOBITOMMUTH, 1[0 YONIOBIK 3aXBOopiB? OfHAaK Le
6yso 6 BesbMU HiSIKOBO Ta Mif03pino, 6o Iperop sa m'saTh POKiB

CITYKOM IIe )KOJJHOI'0 Pasy He XBOPIB. [lled, 3BuyaHo, IPUBee
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JliKapsd 3 Kacu MeUYHOro CTpaxXyBaHHA, JopikaTuMe BaTbKRaM
3a J1eflavoro CMHa, BIOXMIIAIYY Oy Ob-AKi 3ayBaXXeHHS 3 [TOCH-
JIaHHSIM Ha JIIKaps, Ha IYMKY 9Koro BCi JII0OM 3[I0pOBi, TPOCTO
fodaTbcd mpaupoBaTy. Ta 1 xiba [perop He MaB 6U CIYUIHOCTI
B LbOMY pasi? fdKkimo 3abyTy npo crpaBhi HEIOpeYHY COHJIU-
BICTB ITiCJI JOBrOr0 CHY, BiH 1o4yBaBcsd Hobpe U HaBiTh CUJIb-
HO 3T0JIOOHIB.

[MocnixoM 0OMIPDKOBYIOYM BCe 1le Ta He HAaBaXYIOUUCH TiBe-
CTHUCA 3 JIXXKa — OyAUJIBHUK caMe TIPOJ3BeHIB 3a UBEPTh ChO-
MYy, — YOJIOBIK IIOYYB, AK Y OBepi 6iid y3romis's miskka obepesx-
HO IIOCTYKAJIU.

— Iperope, — MOKJIMKala MaTH, — yXKe 3a 4BepPTh ChoMa. Tu
He MaB IxaTu?

Leit narigEui rosoc! Iperop snsgKascs BAACHOTO TOJIOCY,
AKUN Oe3[IOMUJIKOBO HaJIeXKaB MOMY, IPOTEe MICTUB HOMIIIKHT
SKOTOCh HENPUTIIYMJIEHOr o, O0JIicHOro nmuuianHg, ke 36epira-
JI0 YiTKICTE CJIIiB JIMILIe TTepIinoil MUTI, a OTiM CIIOTBOPIOBAJIO iX
Tax, 110 3p03yMITH CKa3aHe ByJI0 reTk BakKo. [perop BOJIiB 0K-
TMafHO BIANOBICTY 1 yCe MOACHUTH, OfHAYEe 33 TaKUX 00CTaBKH
00MeXVBCH KITBKOMA CJTOBAMIL:

— Tak-Tak, OAKY0, MaMo, BXKe BCTal0.

BoueBub, 3aBAAKM NEPEB'THUM [IBepsM 3MIHHU B rojoci Ipe-

ropa BUSIBUJIACA HeloMiTHUMMY, 60 MaTepi BUCTAYMUIIO TAKOroQ

TIOSICHEHHS i BOHa roYyosrasa reTh. Ta 4yepes KOPOTKY PO3MOBY
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jpmi 9menu cim'1 3poayminuy, mo [perop Heo4iKyBaHO BCe IIfe
BOOMa, 1 0Chb y>Xe OAaTHKO JIEreHbKO MOCTYKAaB KyJlakoM y 6iu-
‘yi mBepi.
— Iperope, Iperope, — TYKHYB BiH, — 110 Take?
3a XBUJIMHY — L€ pas, y>Ke TUXIIIe:
— Iperope! Iperope!

A 6ing iHmux 6iMHUX ABepel peMCTByBasa TUX0 CecTpa:

— Iperope? Tu noraxo nouyysaeiics? Tobi 10ck MOTPibHO?

[perop BiAmosie iM 060M, HaMaraw4Yuch MpubpaT BCe NUB-
He 3] CBOT'O ToJIOCy, YITKO BMMOBIAIOHA CJIOBA Ta pobiddm OoB-
Iy Hayay MiX HUMU:

— ¥>Ke TOTOBUH.

BaTbko noBepHYBCA [0 CHIIAHKY, a cecTpa U fani uernoTrina:

— I'perope, BigyuHy, 6raramn Tebe!

[perop i He gyMaB BITUUHATH — i TOOYMKU XBaluB cebe 3a
IlepeVHATY 3 [IOAOPOXKeH 3BMUKY 3a4MHATH [IBepl Ha KJIIU Ha-
BITH yIoMa.

Criepiiy BiH XOTIB CIIOKIMHO BCTaTH, OOATHYTHUCA U Ilepeny-
ciM MOCHIZATH, a BKe MOTIM MIpKYBaTH MpO peuITy, amxe 36ar-
HYB, IO B JIIKKY He TpHUile 10 PO3YMHOro pimeHHs. Iperop
NIpUrafaB, 110 BXe YaCTeHbKO BiNUYBAB JIETKUU OiNb y IiIXKKY,
MOJXKJIMBO, Bill HeIpaBUJLHOIO JIe)KaHHHA, Ta TOU 3pellTO0 BU-
SBJIABCA LIIIKOBATO HagyMaHuM. Tox 3apas oMy OyJo 1ikago,

YUY PO3UUHATECS CEOrOOHINIHI 3'4BY TaK camMo. Y TOMY, 1110 3MiHHK
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TOJIOCY CIIOBIIAJIY IIPO HeabusiKe NMepeoX0IomKeHHs — mpode-
CiHYy XBopoOy KOMiBOS>XepiB, — BiH aHITPOXU He CYMHIBaBCH.

CKUHYTH KOBODY OyJI0 JOCUTE JIErKo: BapTo ByJio TinbKY Ha-
OyTH TPOXHW XUBIT — | Ta cama Bnana. Jlani 6yno BXe Baxue,
ocobn1BO Yepes Te, 1110 Iperop 6yB HOCUTh LWHPOKKUM. Viomy, abu
BUIIPOCTATUCH, CTANM O v mpuroni i pykw, i HOTY; 3aMicTh HUX,
OJHAaK, BIH MaB JIMLIe KYNY HiXKOK, 5Ki Oe3nepepBHO pyXalucs
Ha Bci 60KM 1 9KUX BiH, Ha Iofady A0 BChOLO, HE Mir KOHTDOJIIO-
BaTH. dK1o [perop XoTiB AKYCh i3 HUX 3CHYTH, BOHA BUTATYBA-
Jracs; KOJIM XK MOMY HapellTi BOanocs 3pobuTu Hel Te, IO 3a-
I yMaB, IHIIII, Haue BUPBaBIIXCh HA BOJIIO, TIOYWHATIY IPUTATHUCH
B OonicHoMy 30ymkeHHI. «JIUIIeHb He 3aTPUMYBATHUCS MapHO
B JIIKKY>», — CKa3aB cobi [perop.

CrioyaTKy BiH XOTIB 37i3TH 3 Mi¥Ka HUKHBOK 4aCTHUHOIO
TiJa, ONHAaK 11 HUXXHS YacTHHA, IKOI YOJIOBIK, MO peui, 1ie He
6auuB i TOMY He MiT CKIIAaCcTH IIPO Hel BpaKeHHH, BUSBUIIACH Ma-
JIOPYXOMOI; yce Bii6yBasiocs BelbMU NOBINTLHO; a Koy [perop
YPeIITi-pelT, Maiike 360KeBOJIBIIN, 3 yciel cunu Ta 6es ro-
NanbllUX PO3OYMIB PBOHYB yIlepe[, To BUOpaB HENMpPaBUIbHUN
HaMpsMOK Ta CUJILHO BAapuBCs 00 CTOBMeIb JIIKKA, i Lied meKy-
4yui 015k, AKAKW BIAYYB, HABUMUB HOr0, 110 CaMe HHKHS YacTHHA
1oro Tina 6yna Han4y TIUBILION.

Tox pani Iperop cripo6yBaB cepily BUTATHYTH 3 JIiKKaA TY-

ny6 Ta obepe>XxHO NOBEPHYB rOJIOBY A0 Kpa. Lle oMy Bramocs
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7IerKo, i MOnpyM INMPUHY Ta Bary TiJIO 3peLITO MOBiJIBEHO 0bep-
HYJI0C BCJILM 3a TOJIOBOM. AJle BXKe TPUMAIOYM TOJIOBY 3a MeXKa-
MU J1iKKa, ¥ oBiTpi, [perop sngrascs pyxatucs nanii, 60, SKIo
BiH Takw BIIafle, Ma€ cTaTUCS OUBO, 00 royoBa Mpu IILOMY He
nocTpaXxpana. A HENPUTOMHITH 3apas HigK He MOXKHA; Kpallle
BiH 3a/IUIIUTLCA B JIDKKY.

Brim, 1 mani jmexauu micng TaKoro HanpyyKeHHS Ta CIIO-
[JIA0anYy JUKi TaHLOl CBOIX HIXOK, He MIrmu BHOPSAKYBa-
TW TaKe CBaBINf, BIH 3HORY cKazaB cobi, [0 He MOXe 3alu-
IIATHUCH B JIIKKY 1 110 HAWUPO3YMHIMUM Oyae NoXepTBYBAaTH
BCIM, AKIIO ICHYE Xo4a 6 HaliMeHIIa HaJid TAKUM YHMHOM BHU-
BIJILHUTUCH 3 HbOTO. Ta BomHOYac [perop He sabyBsar cobi Mix
TUM HaragyBaTH, 1o HabaraTo KpallMMu 3a PO3MaYIuBi pi-
IIeHHS € CIOKIMHI po3ayMu. ¥ Taki MUTI BiH OUIBHO BOUB-
JABCA y BIKHO, Ta, HAa 3Xajb, BULJIS BPAHINIHBOTO TYMaHYy,
10 OTOPHYB HaBITh IHIKU 6iK By3bKoi BYy/IWIi, He MOoJaBaB
VIIEBHEHOCTI.

— Vxe cboMa, — MOBUB [perop no cebe mif yac HOBOTO yoa-
Py FOAMHHMKA, — y>Ke CboMa FoJIMHa, a TYMaH yCe HisfK He p03-
cleTbCd.

SIKyCch XBUJIMHY BiH CIOKIMHO jIeXKaB, JleflBe MUXadu, Hadye
O4iKyBaB Bif LIIKOBUTOI THIII TIOBePHEHHH [0 CIPaBXHIX Ta
3BMYHUX 00CTaBUH.

Toni I'perop ckasag cobi:
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