The facts in the case
of M. Valdemar

O f course 1 shall not pretend to consider it any matter
for wonder that the extraordinary case of M. Valdemar
has excited discussion. It would have been a miracle had it
not — especially under the circumstances. Through the desire
of all parties concerned to keep the affair from the public, at
least for the present, or until we had further opportunities
for investigation — through our endeavours to effect this —
a garbled or exaggerated account made its way into society, and
became the source of many unpleasant misrepresentations; and,
very naturally, of a great deal of disbelief.

It is now rendered necessary that I give the facts —
as far as | comprehend them myself. They are, succinctly,
these: —

My attention, for the last three years, had been repeatedly
drawn to the subject of mesmerism; and, about nine months
ago, it occurred to me, quite suddenly, that in the series of
experiments made hitherto, there had been a very remarkable
and most unaccountable omission — no person had as yet been
mesmerised in articulo mortis. It remained to be seen, first,
whether, in such condition, there existed in the patient any
susceptibility to the magnetic influence; secondly, whether, if any
existed, it was impaired or increased by the condition; thirdly,
to what extent, or for how long a period, the encroachments
of Death might be arrested by the process. There were other
points to be ascertained, but these most excited my curiosity —
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Hro cnyyuioch
¢ rocnofiMHoM BanbgeMapom

H HHYYTh He YEHEBJSAIOCH TOMY, YTO He06bIYaiiHoe Rpo-
HCLIeCTBME € rocnouHoM BanbaemapoM Hagenano cTOALKO
mwyMa, Bsi1o 661 YYAOM, €CIK GBI 3TOrD He CAYYHIOCE — OCO-
GeHHO MY AaHHEIX o6cToATeNECTBaX. HecMOTpa Ha XenaHue
BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX /I, CKPBITE 3TO JeN0 OF Ny6GANKy,
1o KpaiHeH Mepe Ha BpeMs, 10 Hoiee 06CTOATeILHOTO HCCAE-
AOBaHHA, HECMOTPS HA BCe HAUIY CTAPAaHUA B 3TOM CMblC/e,
HCKaKeHHEIE WU TIpeyBe/ludeHHble CAYXH 0 HeM pacipo-
CTPaHHAKCH H NOCAYMHIM HCTOMHUKOM PA3IHEIX HENenoc-
Tell ¥ B TO e BpemMs, ecCTeCTBEHHO, BO3OyAUIM HeJOBepHe.

3T0 06CTOATENLCTEO 3aCTAR/ISET MEHSA COOBIHUTS dakTel
B TOM BHJ€, HACKOJABKO OHM H3BECTHBI MHe caMoMy. BoT oHnM
BKpATILe. '

B nocneuye TpM roga 8 MHOTO 3aHHMa/ICA MECMEPHIMOM,
a MecaileB JeBATh TOMY Ha3a | MHE COBEPIIEHHO HEOKHIAHHO
NPHILIO B FOJIOBY, HTO B MACCE ONBITOR, TPOROAUBUIMXCA SO He-
ILABHA, €CTb MOPA3UTEARHOE U HEMOHATHOE YNYIeHKE: 10 CHX
NOp HAKTO He GLLT MecMepur3oBaH in articulo mortis?, HuTepec-
HO 651710 6bl Y3HATh, BO-NEPBLIX, AOCTYNEH JU TaKOH MalHeHT
MEeCMEPHYECKOMY BAHAHHIO; BO-BTOPBIX, €CAM JOCTYNEH, TO
YCHIWBAETCA JIH OHO MK 0C/1abseTcsi IPY AAHHBIX YCAOBHAK;
B-TPETLHX, 0 KAKOH CTENEHW H KaK A0ATQ Pa3pyUIUTe1LHAR
AesTeNILHOCTL EMEPTH MOXET ObITh 3aJepykaHa MecMepHue-
CKHUM cocTOAHHeM? MOKHO Bb1A0 6B BRIACHMTL ¥ pazAXYHbIE

! B cocroanyH arouny (aam}.



the last in especial, from the immensely important character of
its consequences. '

In looking around me for some subject by whose means
I might test these particulars, I was brought to think of
my friend, M. Ernest Valdemar, the well-known compiler of
the ‘Bibliotheca Forensica, and author (under the nom de
plume of Issachar Marx) of the Polish versions of ‘Wallenstein’
and ‘Gargantua. M. Valdemar, who has resided principally at
Harlem, N. Y, since the year 1839, is {or was) particularly
noticeable for the extreme spareness of his person — his
lower limbs much resembling those of John Randolph; and,
also, for the whiteness of his whiskers, in violent contrast
to the blackness of his hair — the latter, in consequence,
being very generally mistaken for a wig. His temperament
was markedly nervous, and rendered him a good subject
for mesmeric experiment. On two or three occasions 1 had
put him to sleep with little difficulty, but was disappointed
in other results which his peculiar constitution had naturally
led me to anticipate. His will was at no peried positively, or
thoroughly, under my control; and in regard to clairvoyance,
I could accomplish with him nothing to be relied upon. I always
attributed my failure at these points to the disordered state
of his health. For some months previous to my becoming
acquainted with him, his physicians had declared him in
a confirmed phthisis. It was his custom, indeed, to speak
calmly of his approaching dissolution, as of a matter neither
to be avoided nor regretted.

When the ideas to which | have alluded first occurred to me,
it was of course very natural that 1 should think of M. Valdemar.
1 knew the steady philosophy of the man too well to apprehend
any scruples from him; and he had no relatives in America
who would be likely to interfere. I spoke to him frankly upoen
the subject; and, to my surprise, his interest seemed vividly
excited. [ say to my surprise; for, although he had always yielded
his person freely to my experiments, he had never before given
me any tokens of sympathy with what I did. His disease was
of that character which would admit of exact calculation in
respect to the epoch of its termination in death; and it was finally
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JIpyTHe BOMPOCH!, HO BhILIENEPeYNCAEHHBIE 0CO0EHHO HHTE-
pecoBasyu MeHs; MaBHLIM 06pa3cM NoCAeHHI — BRUAY ero
BAKHOTO 3Ha4eHHs,

PazaymbiBas, rae 6b1 HAUTH TOAXOAALIETO NALMEHTA, A BCIIOM-
HUJI 0 CBOEM MPHATENe, MUCTEpe BanbleMape, H3BeCTHOM COCTa-
BHTee koMIuasyui s «Bibliotheca Forensica»' v nepeBogunke
(nmog nicesaoHuMoM Heeaxapa Mapkea) «BasieHwelHa» U «[ap-
ranTioas, Tocnoguy BanbaeMap, npo:Kueasiuui c 1839 roga rias-
HbIM 06pa3oM B [apneme, wrar Howo-Hopk, 3ameuarenen (Toy-
Hee, GbLa 3aMeyaTeneH) croeH xpaiineti Xygo60i — HOTH ¥ HEro
He ToAle, 9eM y Joxona Panaonnda. Jpyran 3aMmeuarennHas
0COGEHHOCTD €T0 HAPYKHOCTH — COBEPIIEHHO ceAble, Geble
YCBI, NPEACTAR/ABIINE PE3KUI KOHTPACT C MePHBIMH KaK CMOJIb
BOJIOCAMH, M3-3a Y€r0 MHOTME AYMAaJH, YTO OH HOCHT MapHK.

KpaifHsast HepBO3HOCTH /ie/1afa ero BeChbMa NOAXOAAMM
0FLEKTOM AN MecMepHueckHx onbiToB. Pasa ABa uau Tpu
A YCBIIUISLE ero Gea BCAKKUX 3aTPYAHEeHUH, HO COBEPIIEHHO pa-
304apoBaJcH B pe3y/ibTaTax. Boast €ro HUKOTAA HOJHOCTBIO HE
NOAYHHATACE MOEMY KOHTPOJIIO, 4 8 OTHOLIEHHUY ACHOBUAE-
HHA ONBITHI OKAa3aAMCh COBCEM HEYAAYHBIMU.  IPUITHCBIBA
3TH Hey/a4Y¥ ero paccTPOoeHHOMY 340POBLIO. 33 HECKOABKO
MeCSIeB A0 HAllero 3HaKOMCTBa BPain ONPEAEHIN ¥ HeTo
4axoTKy. BnpoueM, oH COBEPIISHRO CIIOKOMHO FOBOPUI O CBO-
eit GaM3K0M KOHYMHE KK 0 HeW3BeKHOM COBLITHN, KOTOpOE
HeNL3R OTKJAOHUTH K O KOTOPOM He CTOMT TOpeBaTh.

Korna BeleynioMsaHyTas WAEs NPUIILIA MHE B FOJOBY, 4,
ecTecTBEHHO, BCIOMHWE 0 Banngemape. §l CTHILKOM XOpouio
3HaJ ero ounocodckre B3MIAABL YTOOLI ONACATECA KAKUX-
N160 nPeApaccyaKoB € €ro CTOPOHbDL; 3 POACTEEHHHKOEB Y HETO
He 651710, N0 KpaiiHeil Mepe B AmepuKe. UTak, s pelumAcs noro-
BOPHTB C HMM OTKpPOSeHHO. Ha yAviBAeHYe, OH OTHECCH K MOEMY
n/aHy ¢ GOJBIIVM COYYBCTRHEM U KHTepecoM. 5l roopio: Ha
yOWBAEHHE, TAK KK XOTS OH BCET/A OXOTHO CORALIANCS HA MOH
3KCIIEPUMEHTBHI, HO HUKOTAa He 0OHaPYKHBA/l KHTEPECa K HUM.
Bonesnr ero 6bina Takoro PoAa, ¥TO M03B0/IANA TOYHO ONpe-

1 CypmeGHan dubanorexa (aam.).
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