Lle He3BuyHa cxoBaHKa OXOpOHLSA Aicy. Bech piK BiH cTOITH
Hepe3 ACHb Ha BapTi mocepep 0€3AaAHOI Ky AepeB Y IiTa-
IIMHOMY 3aroBiAHUKY MOHTPO3 Ha 03epi Miuuras, CMOpip
BOAM B IKOMY 3AQETBCA VIOTO BUCOXAOMY HOCY POSKIlIHUM,
MOB apOMaT WOKOAaAY. AAe LJOPOKY B 4epBHi, y Kymaabcbky
HiY, Bin mpamye po Llepksu Casaroro Cramicaasa Kocrku
B 3axiaHoMy MicTi, 106 OXOpoHsATH KBITKY Tanopori, sika
posiBiTae,

Viomy Tyr He mopo6aeTscsa. He noA0baeTbes1, AK HOro
KOImTa rpIoKaioTh 10 AepeB sHiit MAA03i — pisko, 3 BiaAyH-
HsM. He mopo6aerbes creas, sxa sakpusae sipku. I sarasom
He 1moA00arThCs peairiiiui CIIOPYAU, LSl OAEPXKUMICTh Mu-
TaHHSMM A0Opa i 3Aa, 'PIXOBHOCTI, CyyacHOCTI Ta BIYHOCTI...
Viomy 11e BCe 3A2€THCS AKOKOCH HiceHiTHUIEO.

Aae caMe TYT TBOPATb TAUGMHHY Mariio, TOMY 10 Lie Mic-
Ije KyIMAM 3a Ay>Ke BUCOKY UiHy. AroAu npuixaan si cTapoi
KpalHu B HOBY, 1106 3apo6AATH Ha XAib, i BumKpe6Au 3 ra-
MaHIiB yce, 100 mo6YAYBaTH Lji0 LIePKBY, XO4a raMaHLi B HUX
OyAan He aysxe ToBCTi. Taka skepTBa CTBOPIOE OOpT, a AAsT Marii
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HeMa€e HIY0To Kpaijoro sa BeauyesHy Ooprory samy. Came
TOMY TYT 3PY4YHO BAAIITYBAAACs Maris; ii He XBUAIOE, 10 TIPO
Lje MOXKYTb noaymMaTy BipsHu. [ AicoBuKka Cloam Tex TarHe,

Y CBATUAMII THXO V1 CIIOKIMHO. AICOBUK BipAXMAsic Hazaa
TOAOBY 3 pOTaMH, 106 pospAUBUTUCSE pecKn Ha Kymoai. Ha
HBOTO AMBASITBCS 3 KYTIoAa Bei memkanii Hebec, axi cupars
Ha XMapax.

ABepi xpamy BiAUMHSIOTBCSH, | KOAU AiCOBMK omyckae ro-
AOBY, BUSIBASIETbCSL, 11O B KiHLi 60K0BOTrO Heda CToiTh CMEpT-
HUHAL

Haanpupoatuit AuM KAy60UUTBCS HABKOAO YOPHMX YO-
OIT YoAOBiKa, 3aAMILKYM CBSAIIEHHOTO BOrHMIA. B Kynaabcbky
HiY 3aMaATh 0araTo CBAMIEHHUX BOTHMIL, i 11eil YOAOBIK,
HaIleBHe, ePeCTPUOHYB Yepes OAHE 3 HMX, 106 oTpumaru
baarocaoBenHs. A me 6ira KBiTKa MOAMHY B 6yTOHbepL,
1032 CYMHIBOM, 3ipBaHa 3 KBiTYacTOi KOpoHu BiAu. AicoBuK
He 3A0r'aAaBCs 0APaA3Y, aAe Ternep 3pO3yMiB HaNleBHO: Liel 90~
AOBIK 30BCiM He 3BMYAITHUI,

Ternep y HPOro 3aAMIIMAOCS AMIIE OAHE 3aBAAHHSA: 3ipBa-
TY KBITKY IAIIOPOTI, IO po31BiTac.

YoAOBIK 3yNMHAETbCS HEMOAAAIK Bip AiCOBUKA i1 XOBae
PYKM 32 CHIMHY, MOB COAAAT 3a KOMaHAO0I0 «BiabHo!» Bin Au-
BUTBCS 3 HEAOBIpOIO, are 6e3 cTpaxy, i Lje AuBHile 3a Bce
iHIlle B HPOMY.

3poCTOoM 1ieit YOAOBIK AOCArae Auine TPYAHOI KAITKY Ai-
COBMKA i BABIYI ToHmmMit. Y AicoBuka TiA0 4OAOBiKa, sIKOro
PO3TATHYAM: AOBIi PYKM, BEAUKi AOAOHI, KirTi, TBepAL pos-
IIeNIA€HI KOTIMTA 11 3aMicTh TOAOBU Yepen oAeHs. [Tocox Ai-
COBMKA — 3aBBMILKM 3 MOAOAE AepeBlie. Ha iforo mmpoxux
TTAACKMX [TA€HAX POCTE MOX, @ B OYHMIISIX PO3LBITAIOTh KBiTH,

— Vau reTs, — Kaxe Aicosux. Voro roaoc cxoxmit Ha
LIypXiT IiAOK Ha BiTpY.

MIX BOPOHIB Q

__ Misopae AiCOBUKY, — Ka)ke YOAOBIK, MOCIIXOM BKAO-
puBiIch. — XOAATH YYTKU NPO KBITKY MAnopoTi B Aicax
EpKOpyKa i B IapKax, I0 MeXYITb 3 03epoM Miuuras.

— To HaBILO TU MPUHIIOB CIOAUT? — TIUTAE AICOBUK,

YoAOBIK CXMASi€ TOAOBY. Boaoccst B Hboro KopuuHeBe i3
CUBMHOI0, MOB KOPa ACPEBA B 3BMYHOMY CXOBULI AicoBuKa.
Jloro 04i — TOTO CaMOTO BIATIHKY, Haye IX HAMAAKBAAM OA-
HIM TIEH3AEM.

— B ycix IMX YYTKaX € AeII0 CIiAbHE, — Ka3Ke YOAOBIK. —
Came TOMY s IIPUILIOB CIOAM CAIAOM 32 BaMI.

AicoBuk cToiTh MOBYKM. Bin pAyke moraHo mam’sitae cpo-
FOAHIIHIO TIOAOPOXX 3 MNTALIMHOTO 3aNOBIAHMKA MOHTpOS.
Kaxodonist Byaniib, HatoBm, MeTaA i maactuk. ITosiTps 3a-
I'YCAO Bip BuxAomiB. ByauHku s3akpuBaoTth Hebo. AicoBuxa
BEAO BIIepea AuiIe DaKaHHA AOCATTU MeTU. «Baycanus 0o-
CAeMU CBAWEHHOI Memu», — ayMae AICOBMK, a MeIIKaHLii
Hebec aAMBASTBCS Ha HBOTO 3 PpecKi.

Llboro woaoBika AicoBuk He mam’stae. Ta OCKIABKY BiH
CTOITh mepep AiCOBUKOM, He MarO4M BUAMMUX MOTUBIB AAA
Opexui, AicoBuk BUpilye, 1110 IIOMY MOKHA BipUTHL.

— To ae xBiTHe manopoTs? Ha BHyTpimmHbOMy ABOpi? B
qarii 3i CBATOI0 BOAOH?

HOAOBIK 3HOBY CXMASIE TOAOBY, KDUBUTb I'y6U y 3AOBTIII-
Hi mocmimmi:

— Ha BiBTapi?

B moayasiiisix itoro TOAOCY € I[OCh TaKe, 110 Haraaye Aico-
BUKY PO AAaBHIi YacH.

AicOBUK NPUITILIOB CIOAM TaK €aMo, K 6araTo XTo 3 i10ro
POAY-TIA€MEHI, MeHIle CTOAITTS Tomy. BiH TikaB Bip »op-
crokocTi CBsIIEHHOTO OPAEHY, 10 TIOAIOBAaB Ha BCiX iCTOT,
AKI X0AMAM ab0 MOB3aAM 1O Uil 3eMAl. BoHM npuitman si
CMEPTHUMM, SKi TiKaAu Bip iHIIOI )KOPCTOKOCTI: BOHM OyAn
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CMEPTHMMHU, aAe IX MyYMAM He MeHIIe, AiCOBMK 3 HDKHICTI0
BTAaAYE PO NMPUTYAOK, AKMI HaAaAM MOMY Ti CMepTHI, Ta fx
BOHM CTaAM DIAHUMM, PO3AIAMBIIM OiAb i Tikaroum pasom.

Paniie AicoBuk >xuB y inmomy micui, BAaBas i3 cebe 0xo-
POHLIsL HA MAaA€HBKOMY KAANTUKY AlCy B cTapiit Kpaiui Ha be-
pesi piuku. Takum 6y jtoro Bubip, ase BiH NPUIIILIOB CIOAM,
CYTIPOBOAKYIOUM CMEDPTHY XiHKY, TOYHillle — CYIPOBOAXY-
10491 POCAMHY, SIKY BOHA HECAA: IMANOpOTh, IO PO3IyXAa i
MOTAQ PO3KBITHYTU B KymaAbchKy Hiy.

JKiHKy TeX BeAa Briepea Maike cBATa 1iAb. BoHa He Mor-
AQ TIOSICHUTHM CBOIO IPUB’A3aHICTh AO POCAMHH, SIKY BE3AA He-
pes mope. AicoBuk BipuyBas 6pya, SKuil BOHa BUIIKpiGasa
3-TIiA HIITIB, AlCTAaBIIM MAIOPOTH 3 FOPIIMKA i MOKAABILM 1i Ha
BIBTap, a KOPiHHA POCAMHU CKPYTHAOCS B KaMiHb, AicoBUK
BIAYYBAB 3amax AaAaHy 3 KaAMAQ i IKUMOCH YMHOM Y4yB Ha-
criByBanusa babu fry, sxa ix ycix sasapysaaa...

— XTO T TaKuit? — nuTae AiCOBUK y YOAOBIKa.

— /1 mpoxay, — BIATIOBIAA€E YOAOBIK.

— Tu aypens. Viau reto.

— 41 3nat0, 1[0 BY OXOPOHSETE KBITKY ManopoTi. 3Haio, 10
Ballle 3aBAQHHA — He AOTIYCKATH HeTiaHUX. Sk MeHi ooBecTH,
L[O 5 TIAHMIA?

— Tu ouixyem BigTIOBiaei1, ase cam ix He paem. Vam rets!

— 51 npoxay, — CHoKilNHO Kaxe YOAOBIK. — I 51 He miay.

AicoBuk cnupaerbcs Ha nocox. YoAoBiK TpUYi BiAMOBUB-
Cs miTH.

— 3maraHHg, — Kaxe Aicosux. — ko tu TlepeMosKer,
s Biplinay. fKiio mporpaent, nipgeus reTs.

— 3MaraHHA B YOMY?

— ¥ yomych, o TH BMiewy, i s Tex BMmito. Tu Tanioem?

YoaoBiK yeMixaeTbes:

— Hi, miropae. Xiba o mene sauapye piaa.

MIX BOPOHIB n

BiH CTyKa€ HOCKOM yo6oTa no mipA03i, o6 TIPUBEPHYTU
yBary Ao CAIAIB CBSILEHHOTO BOTHUINA, SKi IPUAMIIAU AO YO-
BiT.

— Tu cniBaem?

YOAOBIK XMTAE I'OAOBOIO.

— Tebe BUXOBaAM AAS HACUABCTBA, SK i BCIX 3 TBOro po-
AY, — Kavke AiCOBMK. — MOXAMBO, TM BMI€IL CTPIiASTY 3 AyKa?

— byBae, — xaxe yoaosik. — Taxk,

Aicosuk kusae. ITiailimMae nocox — crapy riaxy, Kpusy Ta
CyXy, 11 BAMXA€ B HEl XUTTA, POOUTH ii THYUKOIO, IK MOAOAE
Aepestie. [ToTiM AiCOBUK IPOCTATaE YKy A0 OYHMLI i1 BUPY-
BA€ OAHY 3 KBITOK, sIKi B Hili pocTyTb. BupuBae kBiTKy, cTe6A0
Ta 6iAe KOPIHHS 1 CTUCKAE KITTAMM.

Bei pocantn B aici Aicopuka B 6opry nepea uum, Tomy,
KoAu AiCOBUMK 3alUTyE, POCAMHA BiATIOBiAA€, cTae AOBIO0 1
TOBCTOIO, SIK MOTY3Ka. AiCOBUK NMpUB s13y€ 06MABa KiHIH KBIiT-
K1 AO IOCOXQ, SIKUI 3iTHYBCS, 1 POOUTD AyK.

HoaoBik crocTepirae 3a Beim yum. Bin 3avaposammii, ax
OYAb-AKMIT CMEPTHUI, ase He 3aTaMOBY€E MOAMX.

AicoBuK 3Hae At0p€lt Bxke 6araTo cToaiTs. Ti, XTo sHae, K
nobauntu AicOBUKa, TAKOX 3HAIOTH, 1[0 iM CAlp 710TO BOATH-
cs1. He 6osTbes 110ro anule Ti, XT0 BOAIB 611, 1106 Bil nomep.
A 11e71 YOAOBIK — AMBUHA, He 60ITbCA i He Mae HaMipy BOUTH
AicoBuxka.

— Xr0 ™! Takuit? — me pas murae AicoBuk i Gepe 3 cy-
CIAHBOI AaBM OAiBeLb, pOGUTD H1Or0 AOBLIMM Ta rocrpimmm,
CXOXXMM Ha CTPIAY.

— J1 — npoxay, — Kaxxe yoaoBik. — OT i Bce.

— Lle — He «Bce» i HaBiTH He BeAMKa YaCTMHA YOT'OCH.

— lIsoro pocrarHbo.

3 1M AiCOBMK He MOXXe CHepeydaTucs. 3MaitcTpyBaBLIN
AYK 1 ABi CTPiAM, BiH KAaae iX Ha AaBKY i Wykae Milnens. Xova
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AiCOBMK He Mae TPUTAMaHHOI CMEPTHUM MOIIAHY AO CBITHUX,
J10OMY He TOA0DAETHCA iAest 00paTu OAHOTO 31 CBATUX MillleH-
HIO AASL CTPiABOM. Lle, 3A2€THCS, AKOCH HEPO3BAKAMBO.

AiCOBUK 3MylIye OAHY 3 POCAMH B CBOEMY OLi PO3KBIiTHY-
TH, 11[06 3aNOBHUTH Miclle KBiTKH, AKY BiH BupBaB. BKasye Ha
OAHY 3 dbpecok Ha CTiHi HaBCKic Bip cebe. Dpeckn HaMaAbO-
BaHI MK BIKHaMy, Ha KOXKHIl 3 HUX 300pakeHUIT BUSHAYHWIA
MOMEHT: YOAOBIK Ha XPeCTi, YOAOBIK IIPMMHOXYE XAiD i puby,
KIHKa MM€ HOTM YOAOBIKY. A TYT Ais BiaAOyBaeThCs B caay.

— MimeHHi0 GyAe 110ro 0Ko, — kaxe AiCOBUK.

CwmepTHMIT 3AMBOBaHO mipHIMae OpoBu, i AicoBuk popae:

— Twn, 3BicHO, He 3amepeyyem NpoOTH MillieHi — OKa 3Mis?

— 41 samepeuyio npoTH NCYBaHHs MPUBATHOI BAACHOCTI.
He xouy, 1106 MeHe 3aapemiTyBaAu, — 3i3HAE€ThCS YOAOBIK.

— Koau 3akiH9MMO, 51 BCe TOAATOAXY.

HoaoBik kuBae. AicoBuMK BCTaBAsE CTPiAy i HaTsarye Ts-
TUBY. BiH BAMXae 3aTxAmit 3amax AapaHy, BUITYCKae CTPIAY,
i BOHA BAYYa€ TOYHO B OKO 3Mis, sIKMi1 0OBMBAE IMKOAOTKY
Kinku B EAeMCBKOMY caay.

AiCOBUMK BIAAQE AYK YOAOBIKY.

— SIKIIo TBOS cTpira BAYYMTD NOPSIA 3 MOEK, — Kake Ai-
COBUK, — 51 BBYKAaTUMY Te(e repeMosKIeM.

Yoaosik bepe y Aicosuxa ayk. Croyatky AicoBuk He
BIIEBHEHMI, 1[0 YOAOBIKY BUCTa4UTb CHUA BUCTPEAUTH —
AicoBuk Habarato 6iAbIIMIT 32 YOAOBIKa, i, AKILO Lieil 4OAO-
BiK — 3BMYAlHA AIOAMHA, BIH He 3MOXe HaBiTh HATATHYTU
taATUBY. Ta KM Ou BiH He OYB, BiH CuAbHIIMIT 32 GiAbLIICTD
Atoaelt. Bin BcTaBasie cTpiay i HaTsTae TATUBY, AMXae raubo-
KO i IOBiABHO.

Ilie po ToTO, AK BiH BHIyCKae CTPiAy, AicoBuk sHae, 110
YOAOBIK He mepemoske. BiH HAATO HETBEPAO TPUMAE AYK, Lisl
36posi 3aBeAMKa AAsL Hporo. CTpiAa BAy4Yac B rOpPAO 3Mis,
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TOUHO TiA MILICHHIO. YOoAOBIK OITyCcKae TOAOBY I1 MOBEPTAE

AyK AiCOBUKY.
e MiCAsI LIbOT'O JIOTO PYKM NTOYUHAIOTE TPEMTITH.

— Byab AacKa, — Kaxe YOAOBIK.

AicOBMK 9yB BiA YOAOBIKiB THCSYI pedeil: BUKAMKM Ta 3yX-
BAABCTBA, 3aIIMTAHHSA Ta BUMOTY, BMOBAAHHS. BiH piaoko 4yB,
106 BoHM DAATAAN.

— Byab Aacka, — MMOBTOPIOE YOAOBIK. — fI 3Hawo vapwu, Axi
OTOMYIOTH KBIiTKY IalopoTi, i1 BCi BOHU MeHe BUIIPOOYIOTb.
S mpoury Amiie, 1106 Ti AO3BOAMB MEHi IPONTH BUIIPOGY-
BaHHS.

AiCOBYIK AICTa€ CTPIAY 3 AYKa, PO3NPAMASE JIOT0, BUCYIIYE
1 POOUTH TBEPAMM, AOKM BiH 3HOBY HE CTA€ MOTO TOCOXOM.

— Bararo xTo mykae KBiTKy mamopoti, — xaxe Aico-
BUK. — BoHM 11yKaroTe TaAicMaH, SAKuit npuHece iM 1ACTS 1
GaraTcTBO, BAAAY i1 MyapicTb. AGO x04yTh ii mpoaaTu, mo6
HpoOuTH AASL cebe HOBUIL LIASX YU IIPUHECTU CBITAO B CBOE
KOPOTKe TeMHe XUTTS. [HOAI HAMOIiABLI caMOBIiAAAHI 3 HUX
HaBITh LIYKAOTh OCOOAMBE 3LIACHHSI AAs OparTiB i cecrep,
0aThKiB i MaTepiB. AAs AKOT 3 1MX Wil TH LIyKa€m KBITKY
nanopori?

— AAS JKOAHOI 3 HUX, — BiAITOBiAa€ YOAOBIK. — 5 HIYKaro
KBITKY IIallOPOTi AAST HE3HAMOMOL... ICTOTH,

AlicoBuk 3Hae, 10 40A0BIK Gpeme. Bin Bigxuasie rorosy
Hazap, mob e pas MOAMBUTHUCS HA CTEAI), HA HATOBII AIOAEH,
SIKi BAsITHeHi B TIAaui Ta cayxaiors Ceare [Tucanns.

— Kynaabcbka Hi4 — e HiY XMMepHUX 3a0araHok, — Kaxe
Alicosuxk i BiacTynae B 6ik, BKasyroun Ha BiBTap mosaay cebe.

— AAKYI0, — THUXO KaXkKe YOAOBIK.

— Koan tu pisHaeuics, siki came BunpoOyBaHHs Ha Tebe
HEKAITh, TH, MOJKAUBO, MOXKAAKYELI TIPO Te, [0 MeHi ASKY-
Bas.
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