PO3AIAT

Ano TajiasiHcbKoro Mopst Mae NPUCMAK COAl, HAMYAY Ta pO34a-
PYBaHHS. 32 BUHATKOM KiAbKOX ThMSHUX IPOMIHIIIB TAEMHIMYO-
IO CBITAQ, BOHO TeMHIllIe 32 Hauranbry npipsy. He HaaTo cxoxe
Ha BEAMIHE LAPCTBO, AK, MTOAENKYIOTh, Ha3MBAOTh CBill AIM Apa-
KOHIL

A BMocTHAaca Ha criuny Ceplo, WIONMHO BiH CIIOBIABHUBCK,
Voro poBri ByCa NOTATHYAUCS AC OAHOTO 3 IPOMEHIB. MOXXAKBO,
MeHi 1le 3A2A0Cs, aA€ TOI MPOMIHB CSisiB SICKpaBiIle 3a pemry —
BiH OyB Maibke dioreToBUM.

— ToToBa? — sanuTar Cepro.

«lomosa do #020?» — noaymaaa s, ase KVBHYAAQ.

3MaxHyBIIM XBOCTOM, BiH mipHyB y dioAeToBMIT mpoMine —
i Bce smiHmMAOCH.

Bopa crasa aasyposoio, KAYOU MiAsIHOTO TymaHy i3 mmrmiH-
HAM BAIVHSAUCA 3 AHA, YCTEAGHOTO ICKOM Ta KpuCTaAaMMu.
A cBiTAO! Yce AOBKOAQ 3aAMBAAO CAIBO HEBUAMMOI'C COHLISL

Moe cepue xasaraso Bip, nepesdyTTs. f Buemmaacs B poru
Cepio, i BiH IpuckopuBscs, MAMBYYM TaK LMIBUAKO, A MeHi 3a0M-
BaAO MOAMX.

«Mu maiiye Ha micyi, Kiki», — CXBUADBOBAHO IHoAyMaAa A
HAILIOK HIMOTHOIO MOBOIO, aA€ BOHA He BiamoBiAa. 3asupuysmmn
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B PYKaB, 5 3p0O3yMiAa 4oMy: MosA OipoAalliHa manepoBa MTalIKa
30MAiAa.

/1 He sBuHYBavyBaa ii. My MUaAM Ha 3aMTaMOPOYAMBIT LIBUA-
xocri. llfopasy, sIx s Hamaraaacsa cOKyCyBaTH MOTASIA, Y TOAOBI
apiiMasacs Oyps. ITpore 1 He Moraa AO3BOAUTH CO6i 3Herpu-
TOMHITH. He HaBa)KyBaAacs HaBiTh 3aIAIOIUTH OYi.

A xoriaa 6auntu Bee.

Hapemri mu npubyan Ao Aabipuury sicKpaBux KOpaAOBUX
pudiB, Ha KiAbKa CaXHIB HIDKYe MOpH, AOCTYITHOIO CMEPTHMM.
BoAOpOCTI TOTOMAYBAAMCS: Ha HEBUAMMII Teyil, AHOM CTEAMAU-
CA AIOHM 0iAOFO MiCKY Ta 30A0TUCTIX KaMiHLIB, CIIACTEH] aHeMO-
HM YTBOPDIOBAaAM AQXM MIABOAHUX OYAUHKIB.

To on axumit BiH, A’ AOHT — AiM ApaKoHiB.

Lle 6yB cBiT, AKMIT MAAO KOMY 3i CMEPTHUX BUITAAAAO OGaYM-
TU. Ha nmepnmit norasa BiH He HAaATO BiApI3HABCS BiA 3eMHOTO.
3aMiCTb AepeB POCAU KOPaAOBi CTOBIIM: OAHI TOHILI, iHmmi rpyo-
1ri, GiABWICTD i3 BUTHYTUMM TiAKaMM, MPUKPALIEHUMU TipASIH-
AaMU MOXy. YIopi KoBzaAu puby, po3venipuBIIM 3arocTpeHi
ITAABIII; BOHM HAaraAyBaAM MeHi ITaxiB, 1o WUPSAITE y Hebi.

[ Bce x... st HiKOAM He 6aunaa Hivoro moaibHoro. KoAnBaHHs
BOAM, IO pa3 y pas 3AiMiMaAacs i1 OITAAAAa, XOBAAOCS B CIIAAAXAX
KoAbopy i1 MeTywHi pubuux srpaiok. BopopocTi AockoTaau
pub, 1o MpPOMAMBAAM MOB3 HUX, HiOU MEePEeMOBASIOMHUCH MK
co6or0.

Cepro BcMixHyBCs, moMiTUBIIM, 110 51 3aHypHAACH B CIIOTAS-
AQHHS KPaeBUAY.

— 41 X xasaB, Tebe 1e MPUrOAOMINUTD.

3BicHo, Bi He momuauBCs. 51 cnpasdi OyAa MPUTrOAOMILEHOIO.
ITpote Ait’'aonr i CTBOPUAM AASI TOTO, MIOOM BPa’kaTu O4i Ipo-
CTUX CMEePTHUMX, TaKUX, SIK 5. 3pemiro, Y UbOMY 1 TalTbCs ioro
HeOe3neka. loro macrka.



Lle micue 6yA0 TakuM MpeKpacHIM, IO HABITH yac 3aTaMyBaB
MOAMX,

«Kowna 2oduna, nposedena mym, — ue smpaveruii dennp yoo-
Ma, AKu0 He biAbuue», — IOKBAMMAACA Harapatu cobi 1. Yac
CNAMBAB UIBUAKO, 2 51 i TaK AOBIO 6yaa AaAeKo Bia 6arbKa it Gpa-
TiB, TOXX He XOTiAa IrasiTy aHi XBUAMHMU.

«lIAuBimM0», — HaMaraAacsi cKasartu s, KOLIHYBIIN HOTOX AOB-
Uit 3MienoAibHMIT Gik ApakoHa.

— 5 X T06i He xiHb. — Cepio O3MPHYBCSI Ha MeHe, a 1oro
3eAeHi OpOBU BUTHYAMCS AyTo10. — YOro 1e Ti Tax MPUHULIKAQ,
Illiopi? Tu X He 3aTpuMyent AuxaHHs? _

Koan s ne Biamosiaa, BiH ckunys MeHe si crmmm it YIUITHYB
KiI'TSIMM 32 HOCA.

3BIATM BUDBaBCA CTPYMiHb GyABOAIIOK — MOBITPS, AKe s TaK
AbaitanBo TamyBasa. OAHaK, 0 60Ty, st MOraa auxatu! [TpuHarim-
Hi BiAUyBaAoCH Tak, Hibu 5 Auxaro.

Boaa BusBuAacs conopxoro, a He coAoHOIO.

KO BAMXHYTH HAATO TAMO0KO, BOHA IT'STHMAA, MOB XMiAbHe
CAMBOBE BUHO, — YU TO MEHI AUIIIE 3AaBAAOCSH, 0O rOAOBA It Aoci
Mmaa o6eprom.

— Tloku ™M Maew nIMaTouoK Moei MEPAMHM, MOXKENI AMXaTU
A BOAOIO, — IIOSICHUB Cepro, Harapymouu PO CANAUBUIL YAa-
MOK, sAKUM 51 HOCMAA Ha 1ui. — Hexajl BoHa Bxke He Y TBOEMY
cepiii, i My OiAblie He 3AaTHI 0OMIHIOBaTUCS AVMKaMU... aAe THU XK
3HaeEMl, 100 MOXKeL TOBOPUTH, TaK?

— 3BicHo, 3Hat0, — 36pexaaa 3.

ITpuxoByroun moaermenss, s AOTOPDKHYAACS AO KpPUXiTHOI
nepAnHu. Hagite TyT, rAM60KO B MOpI, BOHa csfiAa, K HAMMC-
TUHKA MICSYHOTO CBiTAA.

— Tob6i, mabyTs, Kpaure cxoBaTu ii, — nopapue Cepio. — Hac
MOXXYTb HETIPABMABHO 3PO3YMITH.
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— A Aymaaa, 1ie AMIIE AASL TOT'O, {00 AOITOMOI'TY MEHI AMXa-
. YoMy BOHU...

— lle HAATO CKAAAHO TIOSICHUTH, — PO3APATOBAHO TIPOOYp-
MOTIB ApakoH. — f i 3a0yB, CKiABKM 3aTIUTaHb TU CTABUIL, MOX-
AVIBO, Bapio OYAO AO3BOAUTU TODI 3aTpUMYyBATU AMXAHHS.

A Hacynuaa 6poBu.

— ¥ Tebe KenchbKUM HaCTpi.

— B AiTAOHI'Y He BeABMMU paal AIOASIM, — 00epeXHO CKas3as
Cepro. — A moayMKM nepebyparo HeCKiHYeHHi BapiaHTH, K TBil
Bi3UT MOXe MiTU 1IKepebepTs.

A ntomy He noBipuaa. Cepio 6yB He B I'yMOpi Becb A€Hb, Bia-
KOAV IPUITAMB 32 MHOIO Ha beper. Bin AepBe npusiTascs 3 Moimu
Opatamu, a TakkaHa B3araai npoirHopyeas...

A cipoOyBaAa po3BeCeAUTH MO0 I MOAPaKHUAACS:

— Hesixe 51 nmoBepHycst Aoopoomy 6e3 KymepHux ictopiin? S x
y)Xe pOo3TOBiAa BCiM, 1[0 caM MIPUHIL APAKOHIB 36MpPaEThCs BAALIL-
TyBaTV M@HI BEAUKY eKCKYPCil0 CBOIM KOPOAIBCTBOM.

— o xoporumm 6yae TBi BisuT, TO Aimre. — ITorasip yep-

- BoHux ouelt Cepro KOB3HYB 10 CyMLi Ha Moemy naedi. — Tu TyT,

wobu nmepeAaTH A0 MOEMY AIAYCEBI, a He TIyCTYBaTH.

Oue Taxk posBeceanaa. Temep yxe i1 y mMeHe OYB MacKyAHMI
HacTpiil.

A mpuBiAKpuAa cyMKy it 3a3MpHYyAa B ImapuHKy. Te, 0 g1 masa
nepeaaTy, OYAO TEMHOIO | PO3AAMAaHO APAKOHOBOK MEPAUHOIO.
Patikama saammmaa 1i meni nepep cmepTio. Craa nepauHu dyaa
TaKOI0 MOTYTHBOIO, 10 51 BiAUYBaAQ, SIK BOHa DOPEeThCs 3 MOEK
3a9apoBaHOI0 CYMKOI0, KA HAAITHO YTPUMYBaAa il IPUXOBYBaAa
ii. He AuBHO, 1m0 Aiaych Cepio XOTiB OTpUMATH TIEPAUHY.

Ilpore B cymui Gyaa He Tiapku Bona. f mpuxonuaa i3 co6oro
CITKY i3 30pecAiAy — AASL 3aXUCTY Bip LIaps APaKOHIB — i moaa-
poBanuit TakkaHOM Ha IPOLIAHHs AABOOM.
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— [lle 6iapme AMCTIB? — 3amuTaAd s, CTHUCKAOHU aAbboOM
oboma pyKamu.

— Kpame, — noobiuss TakkaH. — [llo6 ™1 Mene He 3abyAa.

I1lJo Morao 6yTu Kpalie, HiXX MOT0o auctu? S 3aAyMAUBO BTY-
nMAacs B aAb6OM, MPIIOUM MPOBECTH MYIKAMM HAABLIB 11O M S1-
KOMY KOPIHIIIO 71 IIOTOPTaTH PO3MaAbOBaHI BYTIAAAM CTOPIHKHU.
Ta Bupimmaa, o untaty B Kommatii Cepro Oyae HeBBIYAMBO.

Cepio, 6e3yMOBHO, TEX TaK AyMaB. Bix mpuMpYKUBCs ¥ CKOCA
SUPKHYB Ha MEHE.

— Hikoau He 6a4mB, 106 TH YepBOHIAQ, AMBATINCD HA IEPAVHY.

— Ti cBiTAO CTa€ ACKpaBUM, — LIBMAKO BIATIOBIAQ . — Hepes
1ie MO€ OBAMUYS 3AQ€THCSA POSMALTIAKM.

Cep1o TAY3AMBO IMUPCHYB i3 MO€l OpexHi.

— TlpuHaitMHi TBiil AIOACBKUI KHA3D HE CcTpUOHYB Yy MOPE 32
tanit. KoAY TH THHIITAQ, BiH BUTpilaBCs Ha Tebe, MOB AypHa puou-
Ha, i 1 AyMaB, [0 BiH OT-OT ITipHE TAaKOX. Ta Bin 6u i1 pudu He
BCTUT TIEPEMANUBTH, AK OTO CXONMUAK 6 akyAn.

A 3akpuaAa CyMKY.

— Axyan? Cepito3HO?

— V alpyes Ix miani GaTaAbIIOH, — CAMOBAOBOAEHO BCMIX-
nyscst Cepro. — Bouu 3aBxAU roAoAHi. Mu He3abapom i3 HUMU
3YCTPiHEMOCH.

Cepue saxasaTaro. Hesxe mu Tax 6AM3BKO A0 masauy Ha-
AsaroHa?

Cepro x1GHO BUTAYMA4MB MO€E 3aHETIOKOEHH, i 10TO TOH TPO-
XU TIOAATrIAHIIIAB.

__ He XBUMAIOVICS, Taka KiCTAsIBA AIOATIHA iM YA€ HE AO CMaKY.

«BOHL MOYCYITb NepedyMamiu», — SPUHYAO B MOIX AyMKaXx I10-
GorosanHsi. KOAU 11ap APaKOHIB AIBHAETHCS, YOMY Hacnpasoi

omuHUAACS B AITAOHLY, IIBUAKA CMEPTH CTaHe MEHi CIpaBXHIM
AAPYHKOM.
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Sl saHepByBaAaca 11 KOB3HYAQ Hasap Ao Cepro, BIAIITOBXY-
{OUMCh CHAbHilIe, HDK oTpioHO. ITAMBTY B AT AOHI'Yy 30BCiM He
Te caMe, 1O Y 3BUYAIHIN BOAOIMI. Boaa TyT OyAa Aerka, sK 10-
BIiTpS, 1 A€AD moMiTHI Teuil pyXaAucs IiA MOIMM HOTaMM, ITIA-
IITOBXYIOYM MEHE B noTpibHoMy HaMPAMKY. BiauyTTs, HiOU AETHUIIL

S nepecTpubHyAa APAKOHA, saeriBM Ha BoAocuHy Bue. Hi-
3BIAKI HA MEHe OIyCTUAOCS IliAe TPOHO MEAYS.

ix 6yA0 He MeHIL HDK AIOXKIHA. [xui Tira HaTaAyBaAM CBITASHI
[apacoOABKY, LIy[IRABLI 3BUBAAMCS B XUTPOMYAPOMY TaHL{i. BoHu
CMiAVBO HaBAVPKAAUCS, TOPKAIOUNCH MOIX PYK i Hir, BIAITAAUCH
B MO€E AOBTe BOAOCCA. 51 xuxoTiAa, 60 MeHi 6YAO AOCKOTHO, XK
noku Ceplo 3arapyias.

__ Bipuenirscs Bip Hel. — YepBoHi oui 30AMCHYAM HA HETIPO-
XaHUX rocTeil, — BoHa 31 MHOIO.

Meay3u BiACaxXHYANCD, aA€ HE 3abpaAucs retb. Hapmaxu. Koan
Cepio cripoOyBaB BIATATHYTYU MEHE, CXOTIMBIIY 32 BOAOCCS, BOHU
[TOYaAM MATAMBATU L€ OAVDKYE.

A TOAl 3HEHalbKa, 30BCiM AK TailpsiHCbKE MOPE, BOHU 3MIHU-
AVICAL !

30A0TE CBITAO, SKUM MepexTiAn ixHi TiAa, ypas 3racao, & 1y-
NaAbli, MSIKi, K LIOBKOBI CTPIYKM, CTAAN TBEPAUMU 1 TOCTPU-
mu. ABi Meaysu MPOCAUBHYAU MK MHoo i Cepio, pO3CyHYBIIN
Hac. PemmrTa oTO4MAQ MEHE.

S moTArHyAacs 3a HOXEM, aKMiT XOBaAa 3a mosicomM. AepBe
BCTMIAQ HUM 3MaxHYTH. XOAOAHI CAM3BKI LYTIaAbLIl TPUCMOKTA-
AMCSI AO MOEI CIIVIHM 11 OOTIACAM PYKU.

3i 1[yT1aAbLIB BUITHYAUCA KPUXITHI KOAIOUKM, APANAI0HM MOTO
LIKipy — CMEePTOHOCHE ITOTIEPEAXXEHHS He YMHUTI OTIOPY: OauH
YKOA — i MeHe napaAisye Ha BCe XXUTTA.

ITepeMoskeHa, 5 3aBMEpAa Ta BIYCTUAQ HOXA, AO3BOAMBIIU

JIOMY TIOIAMCTM 32 MeXi MOET AocspkHOCT. HaToMicTb MeAysa

Eriantor i . OBILSIHKA JPAKOHA | 11



12 | THE DRAGON'S PROMISE

nocaabuaa XBatky, aae Amiie Tpiwku, [ mynaabui B3sgAuCch 06-
Mal[yBaTU MeHe, IIYKAI4X iHIIy TPUXOBaHY 30pot0, i TOKY BOHU
HUIINOPUAM B CyMLi Ta CyKHi, Kiki Buckounaa 3 moro pykasa.

Bona 6yaa coHHa, 1i KpyAa ApaMaTUYHO PO3IMPaBUANCSH, KOAU
NITAIIKA TO3IXHYAQ, WOOU MOBIAOMUTH, IO BXKE MPOKMHYAACS.
Ta xoAM Ti YOPHUABHI 04l POSIAIOIIMAUCS 71 BOHA T06auMAa Me-
AY3Y, TO 3aiIIAACS TUCKOM: «Bo2oub i AaBa demonis Tamby!l»

— Lle e poeMonHM, — sameBHMAA 5 11, MiLHimIe NPUTHCKAKYH
CYMKY, SIKy HaMaraAucsi pospepTy mynaabii. — Lle meaysu.

«H[O 2»

OaHa 3 MeAy3 HaBucAa Hap Kiki, muAbHO po3rasiparoun ii.

Most nTalKa IpUKPKAA TOAOBY KPUAOM.

«0 6o2u, — 3acTOrHaAa BOHA, — 003B0AbIMIE MeHi 3HOBY 3He-
NPUIMOMHIIMU.

Ha noaerurenns Kiki, MeAysa Bupilmaa, 1o nramka He BapTa
1i yBaru, it moBepHyAaca A0 MO€i cymku. [i mymaAbui cuAbHO
CMUKAAU 33 ASIMKH, aAe 1 TPUMAAA IX TaK MILJHO, 9K MOI'AQ.

— JKaaiTh MeHe CKiABKM 3aBTOAHO, — CKa3aAa s — Bu 1IBOI'0
HE OTpPUMAaETe.

Meaysa sammmiaa i1 0roAMAa CBOi OTPYIIHI KOAIOYKIAL.

— Jerb! — rapkuys Cepro.

Voro xsicT 6us TYAU-CIOAM, CTBOPIOIOUM He3AiYeHHI Opuxi,
CXOXI Ha KpuxiTHI mropmu. lllaaeHnit sMax Kirris pospisas BOAY.

IToxu mepysu bopoaucs 3 pantoeoto Teuieio, Cepio 3aKMHYB
MeHe c0obi Ha CIMHY 1 MIPHYB Y KOPAAOBI AXYHTAL MAMBYYHU AO
KPUIITAACBUX LUMUAIB moniepeAy. Bil KuHyB Hixx mMeHi Ha KoaiHa.

— Cepitosno, llliopi? Tu npunecaa 1ie i3 c06010 B A’ AOHT?

A HeaDaAo 3HM3AAA TACYMMA.

— Tu aymas, s mpuiay 6e336poitHo00?

— Tu Bxxe sycTpivasacs 3 Moim Aipom. TBiit HOKUK AASI HHOTO
BCE OAHO, 1110 ApiGHa ckabka.

by Elizabeth Lim

— Ckabxu TeXX MOXYTb IIOPaHMUTH, — L€ BCE, IO 5 CKa3aAa,
XOBauu Ae30 3a mosic. — Illo To 3a MeAy3u?

— TTaTpyAbHi.

— I KOro )X BOHM MaTPYAKIOTH?

— TMopyuwHuKiB i BOMBLE.

BiH He pO3BUBAB TeMH, i 1le MAAO CTATV CUTHAAOM 3a0yTH PO
Hel. OaHak MeHi 6YAO HAATO LIiKaBo.

— V¥ Hux 6yaa maris.

— BiAbIIICTD AIAOBMX THAAQHUX BOAOAIE... IEBHUMM 3AI0HO-
ctaMu. BoHM AOITOMaraiTh 3aXMILATUCS BIA TUX, XTO HAMAraeThb-
csi MOTpanuTu B A AOHT 6e3 3aNpoIeHHs.

— Aae Hapimo meHe obmyKkysaru? A X sanpoiueHa.

— QOueBHUAHO, BOHU UIYKAAY TIEPAMHY TBOEI MauyXu, — PO3-
aparoBano BianosiB Cepro. — Meaysu Aaci A0 TeMHOI Marii.
A 1e BOHU HaTpeHOBaHi BiAuyBaTy 0OMaH.

MeHe HaKpUAA XBUAS TPUBOTL.

— O6bman?

— Sk Ta cTaAeBa FOAKA, IIPO SIKY TH He 3BOAMAA MEHI POSIIO-
BicTu, — roaoc Cepro 3By4aB x0A0pAHO. — He xBUAONCS. TBOE
nepebyBaHHsA B Ail'AOHI'Y OyAe KOPOTKUM, TOOI He AOBeAETbCA
MaTH CIIPABU 3 HAIUM CYAOM.

Mene Typb6yBaAo He 1le, X044 5l IPOMOBYAAA TA MOAUBMAACS
Ha Kixki.

BoHa 3HenpuUTOMHiAA Ha MOill AOAOHI, a 1i KpuAa 3iB'siAM,
NepeTBOPMBILMCH Ha MOHYpUit KAyOoK. Ha macts, BoHa He 3Bep-
TaAa yBaru Ha Mow posmoBy i3 Cepio. S Ayxe A00MAa IOADYTY,
aAe 36epiraHHsa TAEMHULb He HAA€XAAO AO ii TAAAHTIB,

«Mu Byce mMaiime npunAuBAu? — 3aCTOrHaAa BoHa. — Ipeba
OYA0 3AAUMUIMUCS HA CYULl. Y MeHe MOpCbKa XBOopoba».

— [ITip BOAOIO HIKOTO He 3aroiaye. '

Kiki ckpuBuaa A3b06a, TeaTPAaAbHO 3ITXHYBILN.

Enizaber MM
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